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1
LAPPING A WORKPIECE

SUMMARY

In some embodiments an abrading tool is provided having
a desired surface texture for a lapping surface of the tool. The
abrading tool has a platen defining an external surface and a
cavity intersecting the external surface. An adhesive is dis-
posed in the cavity. An abrasive member is adhered at a
proximal end thereof to the platen in the cavity by the adhe-
sive so that the abrasive member extends beyond the external
surface at a distal end thereof to define the lapping surface.

In some embodiments a method is provided for manufac-
turing an abrading tool to have a desired surface texture for a
lapping surface of the tool. The method includes the steps of
obtaining a platen defining an external surface and a cavity
intersecting the external surface; applying an adhesive to the
platen in the cavity; adhering an abrasive member to the
platen by the adhesive at a proximal end of the abrasive
member so that a distal end of the abrasive member extends
beyond the external surface to define the lapping surface.

In some embodiments an abrading tool is provided for
lapping a workpiece. The abrading tool has a platen that is
selectively moveable in relation to the workpiece, and means
for supporting abrasive members from the platen to define a
desired surface texture for a lapping surface of the tool.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an isometric diagrammatical depiction of an
abrading tool that is constructed in accordance with embodi-
ments of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a cross sectional depiction of a lapping plate in
another abrading tool that is constructed in accordance with
related art solutions.

FIG. 3 is a cross sectional depiction of the lapping plate in
the abrading tool of FIG. 1 that is constructed in accordance
with embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is an enlarged partially exploded cross-sectional
depiction of a portion of the lapping plate of FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 is an enlarged cross-sectional depiction of a portion
of the abrading tool of FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart depicting steps in a method for CON-
STRUCTING A LAPPING PLATE in accordance with
embodiments of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION

The present embodiments relate most generally to the
manufacture of abrading tools. For purposes of this descrip-
tion, although not so limited, reference is made to the use of
an abrading tool in high precision lapping of magnetic trans-
ducing heads (referred to as “heads™) used in data storage
devices. The heads, operably used to store and retrieve data on
rotatable magnetic recording discs, require extremely precise
manufacturing tolerances. The heads are typically formed by
applying layers of an electrically conductive material and a
magnetic flux conducting core along one side of a compara-
tively large support member, referred to as a slider. An air
bearing surface (“ABS”) is precisely machined into the slider
that aerodynamically supports the slider upon a thin film of air
generated by the spinning recording disc. This maintains a
desired spatial separation between the slider and the record-
ing disc suitable for reliable data transfer operations between
the head and the disc. Although generally referred to as an
“air” bearing surface, the skilled artisan understands that in
some instances the term is used universally even when the
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slider is similarly aerodynamically supported upon a fluid
(likewise generated by the spinning disc) that is other than air,
such as but not limited to an inert gas environment.

FIG. 1 diagrammatically depicts an abrading tool 100 used
for machining the ABS in accordance with embodiments of
the present invention. The abrading tool 100 has a rotating
lapping plate 102 defining a lapping surface 104 in which
abrasive members (shown below) are embedded. An abrasive
slurry can be applied to the lapping surface 104 to enhance the
abrading action as the lapping surface 104 is rotated relative
to a slider bar 106 containing a plurality of the sliders held in
a pressing engagement against the lapping surface 104.

The abrading action that removes material from the sliders
also causes a constant and rapid diminishment of the lapping
surface texture, rendering it less effective over time and ulti-
mately ineffective. This is particularly true during the initial
lapping passes across the slider bar 106, the part of the lapping
process referred to as “rough lapping,” where the dimensional
part-to-part variance of the slider bars 106 is the greatest.

FIG. 2 is a cross sectional depiction of a portion of an
abrading tool 107 that is constructed in accordance with pre-
viously attempted related art solutions. A plurality of abrasive
members 108 are embedded in an adhesion material 110 that
is adhered to a platen 112. In that construction, the abrasive
members 108 are particularly susceptible to being dislodged
during rough lapping because the abrading forces against the
abrasive members 108 during an intermittent and/or deep cut
into the slider can exceed the sheer force that is capable of
stripping the adhesion material 110 from the platen 112.

FIG. 3 is a cross sectional depiction of a portion of an
abrading tool 114 that is constructed in accordance with
embodiments of the present invention. The abrading tool 114
has a platen 116 that is preferably constructed of a non-
compressive material, such as but not limited to being con-
structed of a metallic material. The platen 116 defines an
external surface 118, and the metallic material construction is
particularly advantageous for forming a plurality of cavities
120 in the platen 116 that intersect the external surface 118.
An adhesive 122 is disposed in each of the cavities 120. An
abrasive member 124 is adhered at a proximal end thereof to
the platen 116 in each of the cavities 120 by the adhesive 122,
so that a distal end of each abrasive member 124 extends
beyond the external surface 118 to define the lapping surface.

FIG. 41is an enlarged and partially exploded cross-sectional
depiction of a portion of the abrading tool 114 of FIG. 3. To
reduce the usage of adhesive 122, the cavities 120 are defined
by non-parallel opposing surfaces—in this illustrative case
forming a “V” shaped cavity 120. The adjacent V-shaped
cavities 120 in FIG. 4 form a ““W” shaped combination with
the peak at the external surface 118, therebetween being
coplanar with other planar portions of the external surface
118,, 118;. As depicted in FIG. 3, other pairs of adjacent
V-shaped cavities 120 are separated by the planar portions of
the external surface 118,, 118;.

The adhesive 122 can be constructed of a multi-part epoxy,
wherein a first part 126 of the multi-part epoxy is applied to
the platen 116 in the cavity 120 as shown in FIG. 4. A second
part 128 of the multi-part epoxy can be applied to the abrasive
members 124 before the first and second parts 126, 128 of the
multi-part epoxy are joined together to adhere the abrasive
members 124 to the platen 116. Using the second part 128 as
a binder, the abrasive members 124 can advantageously be
formed of diamond powder which is significantly less expen-
sive than using larger diamond particles as in the related art
solutions depicted in FIG. 2.

During reduction to practice of the claimed embodiments,
a low viscosity epoxy was successfully used in a ratio of ten
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parts resin (such as first part 126) to one part hardener (such
as second part 128). Various diamond powder sizes were
successfully used, such as butnot limited to 0.1,0.25,0.5, 1.0,
2.0, 3.0, and 6.0 microns. Thinning the epoxy is preferred as
smaller diamond power sizes are used, such as by heating the
epoxy or cutting it with a thinning agent such as isopropanol.
The use of thermal set epoxies require baking time and tem-
perature that tends to advantageously reduce the epoxy coat-
ing thickness, facilitating more robust and uniform abrasive
particle exposure.

FIG. 5 diagrammatically depicts an enlarged portion of the
abrading tool 114 of FIG. 3 at a time when the platen 116 is
moving to the left as depicted by arrow 130. The abrasive
member 124 is thus being moved toward and is depicted just
as it is about to make an abrading contact with the slider bar
106. That abrading contact generates a substantially horizon-
tal force against the abrasive member 124 opposite the path of
movement, in a direction depicted by arrow 132. The surface
134 of the platen 116 that defines the cavity 120 supports the
abrasive member 124 in opposition to the horizontal force
(depicted in direction 132) with a force field depicted by
arrows 136. Rooting the abrasive member 124 in the cavity
120 significantly increases the bonding strength with which it
is attached, in comparison to the adhesion sheer strength of
the related art solutions depicted in FIG. 2. The increased
strength of the present embodiments prevents damage occur-
ring to the texturing defining the lapping surface, thereby
extending tool life and increasing operational throughput.

FIG. 6 depicts steps in a method 200 for constructing the
abrading tool 114 in accordance with embodiments of the
present invention. The method 200 begins in block 202 with
obtaining the platen that defines the external surface and the
cavity intersecting the external surface. In block 204 the
adhesive is applied to the platen in the cavity. As described, in
some embodiments this can entail applying the first part of a
multi-part epoxy in the cavity before the multiple parts of the
epoxy are joined together. In block 206 the abrasive member
is adhered at its proximal end to the platen by the adhesive so
that a distal end of the abrasive member extends beyond the
external surface to define the lapping surface. As described, in
some embodiments this can entail applying the second part of
the multi-part epoxy to the abrasive member, such as diamond
dust, before the multiple parts of the epoxy are joined
together.

Generally, the embodiments described in the foregoing are
directed to an apparatus and method associated with an abrad-
ing tool for lapping a workpiece, involving a platen that is
selectively moveable in relation to the workpiece and means
for supporting abrasive members from the platen to define a
desired surface texture for a lapping surface of the tool. For
purposes of this description and meaning of the claims,
“means for supporting” the abrasive members encompasses
the disclosed structure and structural equivalents thereof in
which the abrasive members are rooted and adhered to the
platen in a cavity intersecting the platen’s external surface.
The “means for supporting” expressly does not include pre-
viously attempted solutions in which the abrasive members
are merely adhered to the external surface and thereby main-
tained in place by the sheer strength ofthat adhesion, and does
not include other previously attempted solutions in which the
abrasive members are merely embedded in the platen without
also being adhered to the platen by an adhesion member.

It is to be understood that even though numerous charac-
teristics and advantages of various embodiments of the inven-
tion have been set forth in the foregoing description, together
with details of the structure and function of various embodi-
ments of the invention, this disclosure is illustrative only, and
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changes may be made in detail, especially in matters of struc-
ture and arrangement of parts and values for the described
variables, within the principles of the present embodiments to
the full extent indicated by the broad general meaning of the
terms in which the appended claims are expressed.
What is claimed:
1. An abrading tool having a desired surface texture for a
lapping surface of the tool, the abrading tool comprising:
aplaten having a first surface and a second surface defining
a cavity intersecting the first surface;

an adhesive in the cavity; and

an abrasive member adhered at a proximal end thereof to
the adhesive forming a non-uniform thickness of the
adhesive between the abrasive member and the second
surface, any respective thickness of the non-uniform
thickness being orthogonal to the second surface, the
abrasive member extending beyond the first surface at a
distal end thereof to define the lapping surface.

2. The abrading tool of claim 1 wherein the first surface is
planar.

3. The abrading tool of claim 2 wherein the second surface
comprises non-parallel opposing surfaces.

4. The abrading tool of claim 3 wherein the cavity is
V-shaped.

5. The abrading tool of claim 4 wherein the platen defines
a plurality of the V-shaped cavities, adjacent V-shaped cavi-
ties of the plurality defining a W-shaped pair of the V-shaped
cavities with a peak therebetween that is coplanar with the
first surface.

6. The abrading tool of claim 4 wherein the platen defines
a plurality of the V-shaped cavities, adjacent V-shaped cavi-
ties of the plurality separated by the first surface.

7. The abrading tool of claim 1 wherein the platen com-
prises a non-compressive construction material.

8. The abrading tool of claim 7 wherein the platen com-
prises a metallic construction material.

9. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the adhesive comprises
amulti-part epoxy, wherein a first part of the multi-part epoxy
is operably applied to the platen in the cavity and a second part
of the multi-part epoxy is operably applied to the abrasive
member before the first and second parts of the multi-part
epoxy are joined together to adhere the abrasive member to
the platen.

10. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein the second part of the
multi-part epoxy is operably applied to a plurality of abrasive
members before the first and second parts of the multi-part
epoxy are joined together to adhere the abrasive members to
the platen.

11. The apparatus of claim 10 wherein the abrasive mem-
bers comprise diamond powder.

12. A method for manufacturing an abrading tool to have a
desired surface texture for a lapping surface of the tool, com-
prising:

obtaining a platen having a first surface and a second sur-

face defining a cavity intersecting the first surface;
applying an adhesive to the platen in the cavity;

adhering a proximal end of an abrasive member to the

adhesive forming a non-uniform thickness of the adhe-
sive between the abrasive member and the second sur-
face, any respective thickness of the non-uniform thick-
ness being orthogonal to the second surface, and so that
a distal end of the abrasive member extends beyond the
first surface to define the lapping surface.

13. The method of claim 12 wherein the applying step is
characterized by partially filling the cavity with the adhesive.

14. The method of claim 12 wherein the obtaining step is
characterized by the first surface being planar.
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15. The method of claim 12 wherein the obtaining step is
characterized by the platen being constructed of a non-com-
pressive material.

16. The method of claim 15 wherein the obtaining step is
characterized by the platen being constructed of a metallic 5
material.

17. The method of claim 12 wherein the applying step is
characterized by applying a first part of a multi-part epoxy to
the platen in the cavity.

18. The method of claim 17 wherein the adhering step is 10
characterized by applying a second part of the multi-part
epoxy to the abrasive member before joining the first and
second parts of the multi-part epoxy together.

19. The method of claim 18 wherein the adhering step is
characterized by applying the second part of the multi-part 15
epoxy to a plurality of abrasive members before joining the
first and second parts of the multi-part epoxy together.

20. The method of claim 19 wherein the adhering step is
characterized by the abrasive members being diamond pow-
der. 20

21. An abrading tool for lapping a workpiece, the abrading
tool comprising:

a platen that is selectively moveable in relation to the

workpiece; and

means for supporting abrasive members from the platento 25

define a desired surface texture for a lapping surface of
the tool.



